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NON-VIOLENT RESISTANCE

Japan is knocking at our gates. What are we to do in
a non-violent way? If we were a free country, things could
be done non-violently to prevent the Japanese from enter-
ing the country. As it is3 non-violent resistance could com-
mence the moment they effected a landing. Thus non-vio-
lent resisters would refuse them any help, even water. For
it is no part of their duty to help anyone to steal their coun-
try. But if a Japanese had missed his way and was dying
of thirst and sought help as a human being, a non-violent
resister, who may not regard anyone as his enemy, would
give water to the thirsty one. Suppose the Japanese com-
pel resisters IJd give them water, the resisters must die in the
act of resistance. It is conceivable that they will extermi-
nate all resisters. The underlying belief in such non-violent
resistance is that the aggressor will, in time, be mentally
and even physically tired of killing non-violent resisters.
He will begin to search what this new (for him) force is
which refuses co-operation without seeking to hurt, and will
probably desist from further slaughter. But the resisters
may find that the Japanese are utterly heartless and that
they do not care how many they kUL The non-violent
resisters will have won the day inasmuch as they will have
preferred extermination to submission.

But things will not happen quite so simply as I have
put them. There are at least four parties in the country.
First, the British and the army they have brought into be-
ing. The Japanese declare that they have no designs upon
India. Their quarrel is only with the British. In this they are
assisted by some Indians who are in Japan. It is difficult
to guess how many, but there must be a fairly large num-
ber who believe in the declaration of the Japanese and think
that they will deliver the country from the British yoke
and retire. Even if the worst happens, their fatigue of the
British yoke is so great that they would even welcome the
Japanese yoke for a change. This is the second party. The
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